436
[CHAP. XX.
stir. Lafayette was very near being killed in the morning, but the pistol snapped at his breast. The assassin was immediately secured, but he ordered him to be discharged. These are things on which no comment is necessary. I think we shall be quiet here a little while, but it is possible erfough that, seizing some plausible occasion, a violent effort will be made, and then, if the militia succeed, order will be established. You will have heard, through the various channels, of the King's escape from, the Tuileries. By the bye, he was said to be in perfect liberty there, but yet our friend Lafayette was very near being hanged because he got away, and his justification tends to show that His Majesty, besides his parole given, was so closely watched that he had but little chance of getting off unobserved. This step was a very foolish one. Public affairs were in such a situation that if he had been quiet he would have soon been master, because the anarchy which prevails would have shown the necessity of conferring with authority, and because it is not possible so to balance a single assembly against a prince but that lie must prove too heavy for the other or too light for the business. The Assembly also, very strongly suspected of corrupt practices, was falling fast in the public estimation. His departure changed everything, and now the general wish seems to be for a republic, which is quite in the natural order of things. Yesterday the Assembly decreed that the King being inviolable, he could not be involved in the accusations to be made against those concerned in his evasion. This has excited much heat against them. The people are now assembling on the occasion, and the militia (many of them opposed to the king) are out. They have passed a law against emigrations, although by their bill of rights every man has a right to go where he pleases ; but this, you know, is the usual fate of bills ofon the other side the woods and distanten power.wever remained in Paris during the revolution of August loth, and afterward had the good fortune to escape the proscription of 1793. He died in September, 1831.undings, the old Jacobin Club of the Rue St. Honore manufactured, by the light of their flambeaux, the means to push the Revolution to its completion. popular cause, and voted generally with the Girondists, but not for the king's death. He attacked violently the Constitution of 1793, a**d was obliged to seek safety against the Revolution, and for eight months he found an asylum in the house of Madame Vernet, where he wrote his famous Progre's deTesprit humain. A longing for fresh air impelled him to leave his house ; he was arrested, thrown into prison, and ended his life by poison.                |
